SECRET    SERVICE

and played chess, two men who had no secrets from each
other.

Curtis-Bennett was well known in Germany. He learned
that German Intelligence had photographs of him from
his early youth. He was studied critically, his career was
examined, his every decision analysed. All to one end ;
so that in this strange game of bluff, the character readers
on one side could hazard a guess as to the reactions of
the metaphysicians on the other.

The greatest coup of the young officer was to send to
Germany the " secret plans " of a " mystery battleship/*
that existed only in the minds of the Naval Intelligence
Service. The ship was supposed to have miraculous
qualities, a speed unheard of even in these days, and
armaments that were invincible. It was said to be await-
ing a chance to make a raid that would settle, once and
for all, the future of the German fleet. Perhaps it was
with some envy that its imaginary plans were drawn up,
but it was the German Intelligence Staff that asked for
the actual plans, and the young officer received a large
sum of money for supplying them.

Security Services was most ingenious when it was
decided to " keep alive " a spy who had been shot in the
Tower. The essential information extracted from the
spy was his method of transmitting messages. He had
a fairly obvious go-between, but the Department wanted
to check every link in the chain. The handwriting depart-
ment, where any kind of handwriting, on any kind of
paper, in any language, could be copied, made short work
of producing an exact facsimile of one of his reports. He
was dead, but for some time afterwards his salary came
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